
 

Model Avionics Optical Tach Instructions. 
 

 
 

The Model Avionics Tach can be used to remotely measure the rotor speed of a RC helicopter in 
flight. 
 
Taching must be performed by an assistant and NOT attempted by the person flying the model. 
 
Taching is accomplished by viewing the helicopter though the viewing shutter and adjusting the 
speed of the shutter until the main blades of the Helicopter appear to stop. 
 
The shutter speed can be increased or decreased using the buttons at the back of the tach. 
 
The shutter speed range corresponds to 1000 to 2400 rpm of the helicopter head speed. 
 
The least significant digit of the display is 10 RPM. A reading of 165 corresponds to an RPM of 
1650. 
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The tach automatically shuts off after 30 seconds of inactivity. It will remember the last set RPM. 
After wakeup, allow 3 seconds for the shutter RPM to stabilize. 
 
If the shutter fails to operate, replace the main 9V battery. 
 
 



 
 

The Main rotor blades appear to stop when the shutter speed matches the Rotor RPM 
 
Specifications 
 

RPM Range 1000 – 2400rpm 
Accuracy +/- 2.5rpm 
Operating Battery Drain 29mA @ 9V 
Sleep Battery Drain 70uA @ 9V 
Sleep Time 30 Seconds 
Battery Type 6LR61 Alkaline 9V battery 

 

Disclaimer and Limitation of Liability 

 
Specifications subject to change without notice. 
Model Avionics shall have no liability or responsibility to the customer or any other person or 
entity with respect to any liability, loss or damage, caused or alleged to be caused, directly or 
indirectly, for equipment sold or furnished by Model Avionics. 
Notwithstanding the above limitations, Model Avionics liability for damages incurred by customers 
or others shall not exceed the amount paid by the customer for the particular equipment involved. 
Neither Model Avionics nor this document makes any expressed or implied warranty, including, 
but not limited to the implied warranties of merchantability, quality or fitness for a particular 
purpose. 
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