
 

 
Model Avionics AUTO GLOW 

Instructions 
 

 
The AUTO GLOW is an electronic on-board glow plug igniter and engine boost system. It 
operates as an accessory to the Throttle Jockey PRO Governor. 
 
Features 
 

• Automatic Glow Driver 
• Eliminates the possibility of an unintentional high stick start 
• Improves the engine’s idling reliability 
• Boost function ignites glow plug when the rpm drops during a high load maneuver 

 
The AUTO GLOW provides a helicopter glow plug engine with improved reliability especially at 
low throttle settings. A boost feature improves the engine response when a sudden increase in 
engine demand is detected.  
 
Glow Driver Function. 
 
The Glow Plug is ignited when the Throttle stick is below the active threshold (below 25%) for 
starting. When the throttle stick is above 25% power is removed from the glow plug. The Glow 
Plug is driven at low stick positions even when the engine is running to improve its idling 
reliability. 
 
Boost Function. 
 
This is accomplished by monitoring parameters such as rpm and throttle commands from the 
Throttle Jockey PRO Governor.  The Glow Driver continually monitors the Throttle Jockey PRO 
parameters in flight. If the rpm bogs excessively due to a high rate of change of engine demand 
during a high load maneuver, the Glow Driver will momentarily ignite the glow plug proportionally. 
Some of the bogging is due to a sudden delivery of cold fuel to the cylinder. The momentary glow 
plug re-ignition will re-heat the cylinder improving the engine’s ability to react to the change in 
demand. 
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Connections 



 
 
Installation. 
 
The Throttle Jockey PRO must be calibrated before the AUTO GLOW is operational. No setup 
specific to the Auto Glow is required. 
 
Caution: Perform the following battery and glow plug connections exactly otherwise the Auto 
Glow will be damaged. 
 

• Crimp the 16AWG ring terminal to the BLACK wire. 
• Fasten the ring terminal to the crank case of the engine (adjust the length is necessary). 
• Solder the red wire from the Autoglow and the red wire of the charging lead to the + side 

of the battery. 
• Solder the Glow plug lead and black wire of the charging lead to the – side of the battery. 
• The  BLACK servo lead connects to the ‘ACC’ port of the Throttle Jockey PRO governor. 
• The RED servo lead is to charge the NiMH battery. 

 
Charge the NiMH battery before use. 
 
The RED LED on the Auto Glow is lit when power is being applied to the Glow Plug. Check that it 
is illuminated when the RC system is powered and the Throttle stick is below 25%. 
 
 

WARNING 
When working on the helicopter, remove the connection to the glow plug to eliminate the 
possibility of an unintentional start. 
 
Specifications 
 

Operating Power 8mA @ 4.8V 
Battery Type 1.2V MiMH 2100mAHr SANYO  
Boost Threshold -100rpm/sec 
Boost Latency 7ms Average 

 

Disclaimer and Limitation of Liability 

 
Specifications subject to change without notice. 
Model Avionics shall have no liability or responsibility to the customer or any other person or 
entity with respect to any liability, loss or damage, caused or alleged to be caused, directly or 
indirectly, for equipment sold or furnished by Model Avionics. 
Notwithstanding the above limitations, Model Avionics liability for damages incurred by customers 
or others shall not exceed the amount paid by the customer for the particular equipment involved. 
Neither Model Avionics nor this document makes any expressed or implied warranty, including, 
but not limited to the implied warranties of merchantability, quality or fitness for a particular 
purpose. 
 
www.modelavionics.com 
 


